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Angler Reels in Artificial Leg
	 In cartoons, anglers catch rubber 
boots. In real life, they catch somebody's 
prosthetic leg. That's the catch Beth 
Krohn reeled in recently on Lake Ida, 
near Alexandria, Minnesota. At first 
she thought it was a real leg. When 
she realized it was an artificial leg she 
phoned some specialists and it turned 
out the leg belonged to Pam Riley of  
Morris, Minnesota who lost it about 
three years ago while swimming in Lake 
Ida. The women met and Riley got her 
leg back. Both will remember the trophy 
that didn't get away. 

Ways to Protect America's Hunting 
Heritage
Surveys show that three of  every four 
Americans approve of  legal hunting, 
and support is trending upwards. As 
long as the majority of  citizens continue 
to see this sporting tradition as fair, safe 
and meaningful, hunting will remain 
a privilege of  citizenship--as well as a 
boon to conservation.
The Boone and Crockett Club offers 
ways to help keep the public on our side.
	 "Modern society has high 
expectations of  hunters," said Ben 
Wallace, president of  the Club. "In a 
changing culture with ever more scrutiny 
of  all things related to the environment, 
our behavior toward animals, the land, 
firearms and even each other is more 
important today than any time in our 
history."
	 Here’s how to do your part:
1.	Hunting is allowed today because the 
vast majority of  hunters respectfully 
follow laws, regulations, safety rules and 
high ethical standards known as fair 
chase—Keep it up!
2.	America's system of  conservation 
and wildlife management is the most 
successful ever developed -- because of  
funding from hunters. Spread the word.
3.	Respect the customs of  the local area 
where you're hunting, including those 
who don’t hunt.
4.	Take a kid hunting. If  you already 
hunt with your son or daughter, invite 
one of  their friends to come along.
5.	Don’t let technology replace the skills 

necessary to be a complete hunter. 
6.	Always ask permission before hunting 
private land. Respect landowners.
7.	Tread lightly, especially on public land. 
If  you pack it in, pack it out.
8.	If  antlerless harvest is encouraged in 
your area, take a doe.
9.	Remember: The reason for a hunt is 
intrinsically about the experience. A kill 
is a justifiable outcome but not the only 
definition of  a successful hunt.
Surveys by research firm Responsive 
Management showed that 73 percent 
of  Americans approved of  hunting in 
1995. Support had grown to 75 percent 
by 2003, and to 78 percent by 2006. 
Theodore Roosevelt founded the Boone 
and Crockett Club in 1887 to help 
uphold sporting values and promote 
science-based conservation and wildlife 
management.

CHICAGO MAYOR JOINS ANTI-GUN 
GROUP 
	 Surprise, Surprise! The Associated 
Press reports that Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel, who was White House 
Chief  of  Staff  until a few months 
ago, has become the latest member 
of  the anti-gun Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns coalition. The coalition, led and 
founded by New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, continues to push 
for gun-control measures at the state 
and federal level -- measures that stand 
in opposition to the will of  the people. 
Though Emanuel and his colleagues in 
MAIG may wish their rule extended 
beyond their cities' municipal boarders, 
it does not. And regardless, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation reminds 
Mayor Emanuel that the Second 
Amendment applies to Chicago as much 
as it does to Cheyenne.

Sturm, Ruger Looks Better Than 
Gold 
From the National Shooting Sports 
Assn
	 Scared investors have been flocking 
to gold as our economy, political system, 
and financial system continue in turmoil. 
But gold is not the only investment that 
is currently seeing panic-like buying. 
Sturm, Ruger (RGR) has been hitting 

new highs for the last several years. 
This guns and ammunition stock has 
outperformed gold by a wide margin, 
and it currently is not as crowded and as 
highly publicized as the gold trade.
	 Consider the following facts. Sturm, 
Ruger has outperformed Gold over the 
last 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, 12 
months, 3 years, and 5 years! Earnings at 
RGR have been growing at an average 
pace of  90% per year over the last five 
years. No wonder the stock is delivering 
such astonishing returns.
	 Ruger is a small-cap company that was 
established in 1949 and is headquartered 
in Southport, Connecticut. It is the 
fourth largest firearms manufacturer in 
the United States.

Firearms Industry Files Motion in 
Suit Against ATF
	 In late August, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF), the trade 
association for America’s firearms 
industry, filed a motion asking the 
court to issue a preliminary injunction 
blocking the Bureau of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF), from requiring 8,500 federally 
licensed firearms retailers along the 
Southwest border (Texas, New Mexico, 
Arizona and California) to report 
multiple sales of  certain long guns. 
Specifically, the regulation requires 
retailers to report to ATF the sale of  
more than one semi-automatic rifle 
larger than .22 caliber and capable of  
accepting a detachable magazine that is 
purchased by the same individual within 
five consecutive business days. These 
commonly owned rifles, like all firearms, 
are lawfully sold by federally licensed 
firearms retailers only after an FBI 
background check is performed.
The NSSF lawsuit, filed in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of  
Columbia, alleges that ATF exceeded its 
legal authority under the Gun Control 
Act by sending a letter imposing this 
new record-keeping and reporting 
requirement. This motion, if  granted, 
would freeze the reporting requirement 
while the court considers NSSF’s 
underlying lawsuit.
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NATIONAL OUTDOOR MEDIA AWARDS 
ANNOUNCED
	 Professional Outdoor Media 
Association’s 2011 Pinnacle Award 
honorees were announced by Kevin 
Tate, Vice President of  Mossy Oak 
Productions, at POMA's Annual 
Business Conference in Ogden, Utah, 
Aug. 12. The Pinnacle Awards honor 
journalists for exceptional achievement 
in traditional outdoor sports-focused 
communications.
	 "The role journalists play in 
informing the public about products 
and opportunities to enjoy the outdoors 
has, is, and will be key to the long-term 
health and growth of  the outdoor 
industry,” said Tim Anderson, Director 
of  Public Relations and Pro Staff  for 
Mossy Oak. " Each of  the winners can 
be proud to know they are at the top of  
their craft and truly the best of  the best 
in their profession."
	 The winner in the conservation 
category was John Jefferson, for an 
article entitled "The Ballad of  Billy 

Sandifer," published in Texas Parks 
& Wildlife magazine. Other winners 
were Tom & Ryan Gresham, for Gun 
Talk TV, Lindsay Thomas Jr. for "Deer 
Cameras: The Science of  Scouting" 
published by the Quality Deer 
Management Association, Brandon 
Butler for "The Bear's Den," published 
in Traditional Bowhunter magazine, 
Kevin Reese, "Finding Your Cheese" 
published in Navarro County Times 
newspaper, and Tim Christie for a 
photograph titled "Bohemian Waxwing 
in Flight" published in Wyoming 
Wildlife.

Drought Increases Texas Black 
Bear Concerns
Rural Residents, Hunters Advised 
to Be Bear Aware
	 From TPWD. Wildlife biologists are 
advising hunters, ranchers and rural 
residents that black bears appear to 
be roaming longer distances and may 
approach people or houses in search of  
food and water because of  the drought.
If  conditions remain dry, people could 

see more bears, 
said Mike 
Krueger, district 
leader of  the 
Edwards Plateau 
Wildlife District 
for Texas Parks 
and Wildlife 
Department.
“We’re getting 
a few reports 
of  people 
seeing bears 
during daylight 
hours, and 

that’s unusual,” Krueger said. “It’s the 
associated water around homes and 
the food. The pet food, the smell of  
cooking; all those things could attract 
bears.”
	 Recent bear sightings could reflect 
young bears that have been turned out 
by their mothers and are setting out to 
establish their own home ranges.
Because of  the drought, the bears 
appear to be traveling longer distances, 
sometimes even hundreds miles, to 
find better habitat conditions. Known 
breeding bear populations in Texas are 
in far West Texas, so it’s possible bears 
seen in Central Texas traveled from 
there, or from Mexico. Bears are still 
considered rare in Texas.
	 A black bear was killed in early 
August in Kerr County north of  San 
Antonio. Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department investigated the incident, 
since bears are protected and may not 
be hunted. The man who killed the 
bear said he felt he and his dogs were in 
danger. The bear was a 2 year old male, 
weighing 103 pounds.
	 “We need to encourage everyone to 
be more tolerant of  bears," Krueger 
said. “We recommend people try to 
scare bears away, or go to a safe place 
and call us. But killing a bear should 
be a last resort unless a person is truly 
threatened.”
	 Bears are omnivores, meaning they 
eat almost anything. Research shows 
free-roaming black bears are mainly 
vegetarians, and up to 90 percent of  
their diet is vegetable material, including 
nuts, fruits, berries and plants. Most of  
the protein in a bear’s diet comes from 
insects like beetles, wasps, termites and 
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ants.
 According to the TPWD brochure 
“Bear Safety in Mind,” bears are 
normally shy and not aggressive to 
humans. But if  a bear regularly visits a 
ranch or deer stand, people should try 
to scare it with rocks, a slingshot or air 
horn.
 If  people encounter a bear at close 
range, they should talk calmly while 
backing away slowly. Don’t make direct 
eye contact, and don’t run away. If  a 
bear approaches you, stand your ground 
and raise your arms, backpack or jacket 
to appear larger. Yell at the bear to scare 
it off.
 Hunters should keep camps clean to 
prevent odors that will attract bears, and 
discard gut piles far from campsites. 
Placing deer corn in piles or in open 
feeders will attract more bears, while 
using an automated feeder hung out 
of  reach of  bears will decrease bear 
visits. Also, switching bait from corn to 
soybeans will reduce bear activity. And, 
planting food plots is the best way to 
attract deer and avoid bear visits.
It is against the law to kill a black 
bear in Texas, with penalties of  up to 
$10,000, added civil restitution fi nes, jail 
time and loss of  all hunting privileges. 
The black bear, Ursus americanus, is 
listed as threatened by the State of  
Texas and the Louisiana black bear, 

Ursus americanus luteolus, sometimes 
seen in eastern Texas, has additional 
protection and is federally listed as 
threatened under the Endangered 
Species Act.
 And for you guys who hunt the West, 
grizzlies are also expanding their range 
back into the plains after having been 
protected since 1975. There were 200 
to 300 grizzlies, then. Now, there are 
more than 900 in the ecosystem, and 
the population increases 2 to 3 percent 
each year. It is the largest population of  
grizzlies in the lower 48. It’s also illegal 
to kill a griz unless you are in danger. So 
far, they’re not in Texas. 
 To report a black bear sighting in 
Texas, call a TPWD Wildlife Division 
regional offi ce: West Texas (Alpine), 
(432) 837-2051; Central Texas 
(Kerrville), (830) 896-2500; East Texas 
(Tyler), (903) 566-1626; Panhandle/
Rolling Plains 
(Canyon), (806) 655-
3782; Cross Timbers 
(Brownwood), (325) 
643-5977; South 
Texas (Pleasanton). 
(830) 569-8700. If  
it’s an emergency, 
call the local sheriff ’s 
offi ce or 911.

Want to Advertise in
oPeN SeASoNS
Contact John Jefferson

512-219-1199
jj@johnjeferson.com

stooBdeeF
seohS kroWdeeS

Fertilizer Clothing
Agricultural Chemicals Fencing Materials
Lawn & Garden Deer Feed
Products Hardware
Animal Health Western Wear
Dog Food Tack
Pet Supplies Friendliness
Hydromulch Nursery Stock

501 Bastrop Highway • Austin, Texas 78741
(512) 385-3452 • FAX 385-0932



14 • Open Seasons

Not just backpackers out for a 
hike
Game Wardens assisted Border Patrol 
agents in apprehending a group of  drug 
smugglers south of  Marfa on Aug. 24. 
Seven men were arrested and each had 
a backpack of  drugs, which were seized. 
Charges pending.

BEWARE OF SHARKS…and other 
dangers
 	 We’re not talking about any in the 
Highland Lakes, but a lot of  Central 
Texas folks got to the coast each 
summer (which seems to last into 
October), and since you don’t hear 
much about shark attacks on the Texas 
coast, many have been lulled into 
believing that the surf  is a safe place to 
play.
	 That’s not altogether true. Growing 
up on the coast and spending every 
available opportunity in the surf, 
I’ve been lucky. Others haven’t been. 
Although shark attacks are rare, they 
still happen. They’re out there.

	 A fisherman recently caught a 
300-pound bull shark near Rollover Pass 
on the Bolivar Peninsula in early June. 
And my friend, Billy Sandifer, famous 
for spending a year and a half  camping 
alone on Padre Island after Viet Nam 
and for starting the commendable Padre 
Island Beach Clean-up each March -- 
and famous for other things -- regularly 
guides successful shark fishing trips in 
the surf. A man once told me he had 
seen things through his beach house 
telescope that would make you never go 
back into the surf  again. And once at 
age 13, I ventured out too far on a calm 
day while fishing and saw a dark, six 
foot-long shadow in a swell several feet 
away and thought I had become fish 
bait instead of  a fisherman. 
	 Truthfully, when you step into the 
surf, you become part of  the food 
chain. Some TPWD people say sharks 
seem to be increasing. Does all that 
mean I won’t go back into the surf? Of  
course not. But I probably won’t go out 
as far as I did that day described above. 

And I won’t fish with a short stringer 
of  trout tied around my waist or wear 
anything shiny that might make a maco 
think I was a meal. A girl was reported 
bitten by a shark near Galveston a while 
back wearing shiny nail polish. A Fort 
Worth boy was attacked off  Matagorda 
Island by a bull shark in about four 
feet of  water. Most attacks seem to 
occur early in the morning or late in the 
afternoon – the most pleasant times to 
be in the surf.
	 They’re in the bays, too. Practically 
every guide has a shark story or two. 
But now, with the water so warm, there 
is a risk worse than sharks. A flesh 
eating bacteria called vibrio enters any 
open cut or abrasion. It moves fast and 
death or amputation is often the end 
result. It seems more prevalent in late 
summer around oyster reefs and may be 
a danger to people eating raw oysters or 
fish. If  you have a cut, especially while 
fishing, cover it with “liquid bandage” 
to seal it. And I probably won’t skinny-
dip ever again in saltwater.     JJ

HUNTIN’ CAMPS & FISHIN’ LODGES

HUNTING GUIDE/OUTFITTERS FISHING GUIDES

High Quality White-Tail Deer and 
Exotics Trophy Hunting Service. 5 STAR 
Accommodations. Mark “”BBQ” Haag. 
512-771-4949. “Born to Hunt”

Hog Hunts – Archery Only. Llano Co.
Feeders, blinds and bait for feeders are
provided. Lighted area for night hunts.
 Lodging included. Call (325) 338-0634.
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4892 - acre South Texas hunting/cattle 
ranch in Atascosa Co. 70%  native brush, 
25% improved pastures and 5% farmland. 
Schmidt Ranch has 2 electric Carrizo 
water wells, 9 lakes, 7 ponds, 2.5 miles of  
San Miguel Creek, 4 wet-weather creeks. 
Improvements include a 6,257sq/ft lodge 
(sleeps 25), a back porch overlooking 
entertainment area and lake, large 10 stall 
horse barn with 8 turn-out paddocks, 
roping arena, round pen, a 60X60 airplane 
hangar and a 5200' paved runway (needs 
work),  plus other buildings and barns. 
Sheldon Grothaus: 830-741-8906.

724 High Fenced Acres -Frio County Iron Antler 
Ranch straddles San Miguel Creek. 3 ponds. 3 water 
wells. 4-BR/3-BA mobile home on highest elevation; 
great views! MLDP Level 3; managed by Brothers & 
Ledbetter. Excellent deer. Tall trees for turkey roosts. 
Cross-fenced. Cattle pens. 361-816-8400  mark@
mark-hubbard.com tom@martineproperties.com

Photographer changing systems. All Nikon; 
like new cond.; very little use; warranties. 
Lenses:  80-400/4.5-5.6 D VR AF,105/2.8 
G-AFS ED-IF VR MICRO, 
24-120/3.5-5.6 G-AFS VR ED-IF, 18-
200/3.5-5.6G ED AFS VR-II,
70-200/2.8 G-AFS ED-IF VR-II, SB-900 
strobe. Bodies: D300S; D700. 
$5,380 for all; OBO each item. Alex Lane 
941-896-6927 canonphoto@earthlink.net

On Lake LBJ - Moonlight on Colorado 
River lake house. 4 bedrooms/2 baths. 
Sleeping for 10–12, internet, boat dock, 
huge lakeside covered porch. $3,500 
monthly. 830-644-2380 or 512-751-2386.

Beat the Heat…Mountain Majesty Chalet 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado on San Juan 
River. Close view of  continental divide. 3 
bedrooms/2 baths. Sleeps 12-14. Dish TV, 
internet, hot tub. Horse friendly. Fishing, 
elk, deer, turkey. Up to 4 people $200 a 
night and $25 a night for each additional 
occupant. 3 to 4 night minimum. Call 
1-800-458-2386 or 512-751-2386

NEED CASH FOR VACATION FUN?
Look around your hunting camp, garage or 
gun safe and see what you might not have 
need of  anymore and advertise it for sale in 
the Sportsmen’s Garage Sale. Cheap rates! 
567-9633  jj@johnjefferson.com

SPORTSMEN’S GARAGE SALE
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Tired of going by Cabela’s or 
McBride’s or our other outlets each 
month to pick up OPEN SEASONS 
only to find out they’re all gone? 
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PENSEASONS

Take a kid hunting or fishing!
www.texasyouthhunting.com

Suspected road hunter 
exonerated 
Near dark on Aug. 22, Game Warden 
Dale Moses was returning home from 
working on a background investigation 
when he saw a vehicle’s brake lights 
come on. The vehicle then pulled 
over to the shoulder about 150 yards 
down from his gate. Thinking the 
driver might be looking at deer, Moses 
went to investigate. As he approached 
the vehicle, a woman emerged with a 
stunned look on her face. At this point 
Moses noticed that the entire window 
of  the vehicle had been shattered. The 
woman said she had hit something 
but didn’t know what. Moses solved 
the mystery when he located a dead 
doe about 50 yards behind the vehicle. 
Luckily, the woman suffered only 
minor cuts. Moses waited with the 
woman until family members and a 
tow truck arrived.

STAY OUT OF STAGNANT WATER
	 Don’t think this is just a problem in 
Virginia. It happened twice in Texas 

in 1984, the first year the OS editor 
published a newsletter. It was a hot, 
dry year, then, too.
	 A Virginian has been diagnosed with 
a rare infection associated with a type 
of  amoeba known as Naegleria fowleri 
that lives in stagnant water.
Sometimes it’s called “brain-eating 
amoeba” because it travels up the nose 
and destroys brain tissue, almost always 
causing meningitis. Knowing that 
ought to keep folks out of  still water, 
this summer.
	 Health officials said the amoeba 
proliferates in stagnant freshwater 
lakes, ponds, streams and rivers when 
temperatures climb into the 80s. 
They say people should take safety 
precautions when swimming, including 
showering with soap before and after 
and being careful not to swallow pool, 
lake or river water.
	 Officials say 32 such infections 
were reported in the U.S. from 2001 
to 2010, and the most recent previous 
case in Virginia was in 1969.
	 According to the Mayo Clinic 

Website, Naegleria infection begins 
within one to two weeks of  exposure 
to the amoeba, and symptoms can 
include a change in the sense of  smell 
or taste, fever, sudden headache, 
nausea, vomiting, confusion and 
loss of  balance. The symptoms can 
progress rapidly and typically lead to 
death within three to seven days.
	 In 1984, a boy died from meningitis 
thought to have been contracted after 
swimming in stagnant water in the Frio 
River near Garner State Park. That was 
the first year that “water restrictions” 
became part of  our vocabulary. It 
was, as Robert Earl Keene wrote in a 
song, “A long, hot summer, without 
a drop of  rain.” Streams ceased to 
flow. Water collected in stagnant pools. 
People sought the cooling comfort 
of  Hill Country streams. At least one 
other case of  meningitis was suspected 
that year.  And what’s the difference 
between 1984 and this year? 
This year is worse.  
.




